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Rhône 2022

“The best wines are generous, with moderate alcohol levels, rich without being over-powering and with attractive purity 
and freshness of fruit. There is good news on pricing too, with no or little increase from the 2021 opening prices.”

It is very hard to generalise about the 2022 red wine vintage in the Rhône. As with many classic European 
regions, it was the driest vintage in the region since 1950 with both the north and the south suffering extreme 
drought, so this year we have slimmed down our offer to focus on three growers who succeeded in making 
top quality wines thanks to the age of their vines, their topographies and terroirs. 
 

The Growing Season 
 
Winter of 2021/2022 was dry and the spring warm which resulted in an early budbreak. Fears rose, with the 
arrival of a cold snap in April, that there would be a repeat of the 2021 frost but, happily, that did not come 
to pass and after a hot May, flowering was early, quick and uniform. June saw even more hot weather with a 
heat spike in the middle of the month and by early July véraison (the changing of colour in the grapes) was 
already starting which is more usually seen in August. A devastating tornado of hail hit the Southern Rhône 
on 14th August, the likes of which has never been seen before, which caused the most damage on La Crau in 
Châteauneuf du Pape as it swept through the vines, stripping them of bunches and leaves. The Bruniers of 
Vieux Télégraphe were the most exposed and so there was no Vieux Télégraphe in 2022.

The rain which fell at the extremity of the storm actually benefited other parts of the region, even up in the 
north, giving the vines much needed refreshment and the accompanying wind ensured that the grapes quickly 
dried and there was no resulting rot. In Cornas, only 250mm of rain was recorded between January and 
August, 2022 approximately one third of an average year, and May was the hottest on record. In the Southern 
Rhône, rainfall was slightly higher with just half of a normal year and there is no doubt that Châteauneuf du 
Pape is the standout appellation in 2022 which can largely be put down to the predominance of old Grenache 
vines with their deep roots.



To order, or for advice and assistance, please contact your salesperson
or call us on 01353 977 995

Quality 
 
In spite of the heat, the growers (in common with other growers in Europe) believe that their vines are 
adapting to climatic change, closing down during heat spikes in the hottest years to conserve water and saving 
the grapes from taking on too much sugar and losing vital acidity levels. 2022 is a good vintage overall for 
Château Beauchêne, Domaine Vincent Paris and Domaine Font du Vent. The best wines are generous, with 
moderate alcohol levels, rich without being over-powering and with attractive purity and freshness of fruit. 
 
There is good news on pricing too, with no or little increase from 2021 opening prices and don’t miss the rare 
whites as they are quickly snapped up.



	 £ per case
	 in bond

Southern Rhône

Côtes du Rhône
Le Pavillon du Château Beauchêne, Côtes du Rhône  		   2022	 12 per case	 £75

Pale ruby to the rim with a nose of juicy, jammy red fruits, some bramble notes with a light touch of garrigue behind, floral too with 
a hint of violets. Ripe and juicy on the palate, deliciously drinkable from the get go with a zip of tannin for structure, this is classic 
Pavillon and ready for instant gratification. Drink 2024 - 2025

Côtes du Rhône Les Promesses Rouge, Domaine Font du Vent (Organic)		 2022	 6 per case	 £44

Deeper and denser in colour to the rim with a nose of juicy, very brambly black fruit, floral with red flowers and lovely richness and 
layering. Smooth and creamed on the palate, some leafy fruit before substantial tannins come in, with tarry fruit behind and good 
structure to balance. Drink 2024 - 2026+

Le Terroir, Côtes du Rhône, Château Beauchêne  		   2022	 12 per case	 £105

Deep red black with a nose of rich dark fruit, mulberry and loganberry, some bramble notes with garrigue, thyme and spice, so 
alluring. On the palate, smooth black fruit, blackberries, with supple smoky tannins and bright fruit on the side, the alcohol and dense 
fruit in really fine balance. This is fabulous value! Drink 2026 - 2030

Châteauneuf du Pape
Châteauneuf du Pape Vignobles de la Serrière, Château Beauchêne		  2022	 12 per case	 £220

Deep red black to the rim with a nose of tight briary black fruit, bramble, spice and smoky too, going to a palate of rich, tarry black 
fruit, like a dialled up Le Terroir, with big ripe tannins behind, lovely smoky fruit, good depth going to a ripe, long, tarry finish. Really 
alluring already, surprisingly so, with substantial tannins behind and alcohol nicely in balance. This will reward a little patience. Drink 
2026 - 2032

Châteauneuf du Pape Cuvée Tradition, Domaine Font du Vent (Organic)		  2022	 12 per case	 £290

Deep red black, limpid to the rim with a nose of juicy, plummy black fruits, soft and spiced with distant herbal notes, rounded and 
enticing, with a hint of cherry and even a light almond note. Juicy black fruits on the palate with lovely depth and density, tarry and 
with a smoky note behind and again that hint of almond going to a medium finish with bags of fruit behind the structure. Drink 2026 
- 2032



Northern Rhône 

St Joseph
St Joseph Les Côtes, Domaine Vincent Paris		  2022	 6 per case	 £115

Ripe on the nose with gorgeously feral fruit, stony and mineral going to a palate of lovely, pure, generous cool fruit, damsons, floral 
and sweetly spiced and with well-integrated tannins for a smooth texture. As the palate develops, warmer more brambly fruit 
comes through balanced by a fresh, mineral note on the long finish. Drink 2026 - 2030+

Cornas
Cornas Granit 30, Domaine Vincent Paris		  2022	 6 per case	 £140

Immediately attractive on the nose, floral and with bloomy blue and black ink-tinged fruit and a sprinkling of white pepper. On the 
palate, lovely ripe, succulent black and red berry fruit, nicely spiced and with the white pepper following through again, layered, fresh 
and harmonious with a sweet note on the finish and ripe but evident tannins in support. This has superb length with an interesting 
savoury note at the end. Drink 2027 - 2032+

Cornas Granit 60, Domaine Vincent Paris		  2022	 6 per case	 £225

A real step up of intensity on the nose with more overt peppery notes, smoky black fruits, black skins and exotic spices. Very cool, 
primary black fruit on the palate, black cherry, damson and plum with a touch of coffee behind, multi-layered with more apparent 
tannins, chewy but ripe. Mouth-filling and robust with a minty note at the end of the very long finish. Nicely done. 
Drink 2028 - 2034+

Cornas La Geynale, Domaine Vincent Paris		  2022	 6 per case	 £260

A lovely fragrant nose of generous black and red fruit, sweet and intense with blackcurrant and herbs too. More restrained and 
backward on the palate than the nose suggests with deep, dark fruit, very refined, ripe with menthol and herb notes behind. The 
tannins are ripe and well-integrated and the finish long and brambly with fresh and dried herbs behind. This layered, cooly fruited, 
elegant wine holds lots of promise but is currently reserved so give it time. Drink 2028 - 2035+
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White Rhône 2023

Côtes du Rhône Les Promesses Blanc, Font du Vent (Organic)		  2023	 6 per case	 £44

Clairette from 25 year old vines. Very pale with a nose of fresh, vibrant chalky white fruit, light and floral, very alluring and 
attractively juicy. There is more of the same on the palate, juicy and fresh, floral, vibrant with hint of white flowers, peachy and with 
a light tropical note and lovely balancing acidity. Drink 2024 - 2026

Côtes du Rhône Grande Réserve Blanc, Château Beauchêne		  2023	 12 per case	 £85

A blend of Clairette, Grenache Blanc, Roussanne, Marsanne and a small amount of Bourboulenc, from a vineyard close to the 
château. Very pale with nose of deliciously floral semi-tropical white flowers, light and juicy. Big and smooth on the palate, rich and 
verging on opulence before a bite of balancing acidity on the finish when the floral semi-tropical fruits come through. This will give 
immediate pleasure on release. Drink 2024 - 2025 

Côtes du Rhône Viognier, Château Beauchêne		  2023	 12 per case	 £105

100% Viognier. Pale with a glorious nose of fresh juicy white stone fruits, perfumed with white flowers, overt but not sweet or 
cloying. Rich and full bodied on the palate, saline with what feels almost like a touch of oak in its glossy fruit, deliciously spiced and 
rich right through the long finish. Yum! Drink 2024 - 2026

Châteauneuf du Pape Blanc, Vignobles de la Serrière, Château Beauchêne		 2023	 12 per case	 £198

Bright green gold with a nose of rich, almost unctuous white stone fruits overlaid with floral, bright fruit and a hint of crème 
pâtissière. Rich and layered on the palate with big white fruits, honeyed and showing some evolution with moderate acidity but with 
bags of fruit behind to carry it through. Drink 2024 - 2026

To order, or for advice and assistance, please contact your salesperson
or call us on 01353 977 995

	 £ per case
	 in bond



Our Contact Details

To place an order or for advice and assistance in choosing your wines please call 01353 977 995 or contact us 
using the e-mail addresses below:

	 Andrew Gordon	 Nicola Arcedeckne-Butler MW
	 andrew@privatecellar.co.uk	 nicola@privatecellar.co.uk

	 Laura Taylor	 Amanda Skinner
	 laura@privatecellar.co.uk	 amanda@privatecellar.co.uk

	 James Naylor	 Camilla Shepherd
	 james@privatecellar.co.uk	 camilla@privatecellar.co.uk

	 Charlie Stanley-Evans	 Nick Clarke
	 charlie@privatecellar.co.uk	 nick@privatecellar.co.uk

	 Peter McCalmont	 Alasdair Lawson-Dick
	 peter@privatecellar.co.uk	 alasdair@privatecellar.co.uk

	 James Virgin 	 Josh Morris-Lowe
	 james.virgin@privatecellar.co.uk	 josh@privatecellar.co.uk

		  www.privatecellar.co.uk



Terms and Conditions for En Primeur Purchases

Wines purchased “en primeur”, prior to being shipped, will be delivered up to 18 months after
release, depending on the region. 2022 Rhônes will be shipped in Spring and Autumn 2024.
Prices for wines sold en primeur are quoted “in bond”, exclusive of UK Duty, VAT and onward
delivery but including shipping. 

Cancellation of an order for en primeur wines will be accepted by Private Cellar only if made
within seven working days from receipt of your invoice, in writing, to 57 High Street, Wicken,
Cambridgeshire CB7 5XR.

These wines are offered until 19th April, subject to availability and will be subject to allocation. 
Please confirm your eventual delivery instructions at the time of your order. When shipped, 
your wines can be delivered to you and you will be invoiced for Duty, delivery and VAT at the 
prevailing rate. Alternatively, your wines can be stored in bond in the Private Cellar Reserves 
LLP account at the specialist wine storage facility, London City Bond Eton Park, for an annual 
storage fee. 

Orders for en primeur wines may be made by telephone, e-mail or post and confirmation of
your order or allocation will be on the issue of our invoice. This offer closes on 02.04.2023.

Please visit www.privatecellar.co.uk for our full terms & conditions

E&OE

http://www.privatecellar.co.uk

